December 2017
Dear Families, Students, and Friends,

Teacher’s Corner
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As we approach the holidays, we are spending great amounts of time planning for the coming
year. There are a few items that affect our upcoming year, and so our calendar will shift accordingly. You are so gracious to consider our events as you plan for your families, and we want to make
sure you have the current information. Here are a few highlights:

Fun with Fitness
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Vocational Scoop
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A Note from Cassie
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Allen’s Updates

4

Artistic Avenue
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Monthly Calendar

Insert

Fitness Calendar

Insert

The Jeanette Gazette
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2018 is our tenth Trousdale School musical! We have been very fortunate to utilize the expansive facilities at BCHS for several years, but we have unfortunately reached a stalemate with
scheduling. The only dates available to us are like last summer – the week of Memorial
Day. Our families were fantastic to step up to allow us to take over your holiday weekends, and
the students did a remarkable job in a greatly diminished length of stage time! We told you then
we would consider other alternatives if we were limited again to that date, which has happened,
so we have looked around. Our 2018 Trousdale School musical will be held at Lee University’s Dixon Center (located behind the Chapel) on August 3-4, 2018! This is quite a
change in our summer schedule, but we are thrilled for opportunity to utilize such a theater and
with great support from Lee University’s facilities. There will be changes, but we believe long
term that this partnership will be beneficial to all parties. This date falls the week after summer
graduation when there are no classes in progress.



2018 is a reaccreditation year for Trousdale School. We achieved this status in 2014, and we
now pursue reaccreditation every four years. Several factors have influenced our decision (I am
more than willing to share details if you are interested) to plan toward a site visit in this summer,
and because of our change in musical dates, we are focused on the month of June. There is a
mountain of work ahead to verify we have all of our policies, records, and plans up to date, and
for that reason we are front-loading most of our staff development days to the first half of the
year. Also, knowing that a site visit will not be scheduled during a holiday week, we have moved
Summer Break to the week of the 4th of July for 2018.



Our ILP meetings have been held mid-August for the past few years, but now that we have disrupted the entire summer schedule, we do not know the exact scheduling for 2018-2019 ILP
meetings. We have a little time to work on those dates.





Wii Games
iTunes cards
Staples cards

Thank you for helping us with
this list! You are amazing!

Our daily lives will remain focused on academics, life skills, and occupational development, as always! We will work in a basketball tournament in January, the Winter Olympics in February, an Art
Show in March, and a golf tournament in April! We are moving forward, and we sincerely appreciate
your support along the way.
Again, when you have any questions or concerns, please give me a call!
Shannon Clark, CPA
Executive Director

(423) 364-4237 (cell)

The Snow Ball is Friday, December 8, 2017 at Trousdale School. This event celebrates students
and their families where we will share in a dessert bar, have a small student program, crown our
King and Queen, and dance the night away with a local DJ! Please make your reservations through
Anna (designate your envelope or check as “Snow Ball.” ) We will cover the cost for the student
plus two guests, and we ask that you make a contribution of $10 per guest after the first two. There
is not a charge for children five and under, but please include them in your numbers so we set up
the chairs appropriately. The event will begin at 7:00pm, and we should wrap up by
9:15pm. There will be no school that day.

How wonderful it is to be entering into another holiday season with the Trousdale School! December is always such an
exciting month of giving back and celebration!
Thank you to the students for preparing such delicious dishes for our second annual Thanksgiving
Potluck! It was such a joy to see how excited and proud our students are to share their dishes and
tasty recipes! One of the things I look the most forward to is listening to everyone share what they
are most thankful for as we fellowship during our meal. It is such a blessing to have the opportunity to work with these wonderful men and women; thank you to their support systems who make
this possible.
During November, we take the time to assess the skills of our students. It is always exciting to see
how our students have grown, as well as begin establishing what direction we should take with our
curriculum in the coming semester. We will send an updated copy of your student’s Individualized
Life Plan home right before Christmas Break which will have their updated progress levels. If you
have any questions, concerns, or ideas, please share them.
November Electives have been fun to watch as students in the Harry Potter Fan Club have been finishing
up the play, Harry Potter and the Cursed Child. Mrs. Cassie’s group has been practicing their cupcake decorating
skills, Ms. Bryn’s group has been learning the history of carols as well as rewriting some of the lyrics to silly
songs like “The 12 Days of Christmas,” and Mr. Martin’s group has just completed a very cool skiing
snowman craft project. Mrs. Marilyn’s rock painting crew was so excited to finish up their first set of rocks
and take them out to hide round the Cleveland Greenway! Finding painted rocks has become a new type of
scavenger hunt that people all over the country are participating in, and our students had a blast contributing
rocks for others to find.
Each year, the students are excited to help make Christmas special for others in our community. This year, we will be
adopting two classrooms from Hamilton County Schools; we are excited to celebrate the season with the students of Signal
Mountain Middle/High School and Central High School. If your family would like to make a donation towards purchasing
“wish list” items for the selected teachers, as well as treats for class parties, that would be great! Please make the checks out
to Trousdale School and designate them for “Christmas Classrooms.” The students will have the opportunity to shop for
the items from each teacher’s wish list, as well as purchase and prepare the treats we will take for the party. This is such a
neat opportunity for our students to be role models and for us to support local special education teachers.
Just a reminder that on Friday, December 1st, we will be celebrating Ms. Jeanette’s
upcoming wedding to Mr. George Young with a co-ed bridal shower here at the Trousdale School!
Families are welcome to attend! Jeanette & George are registered at Target, Bed Bath & Beyond,
and Amazon (you can find all of these and read about their story at georgeandjeanette.com).
Happy Holidays,
~Ms. Stephanie

As we close 2017, I am humbled by so many accomplishments. First, a nine year endeavor culminated in licensure. Trousdale School became the first and only organization in the
state of Tennessee to hold a license as a Developmental Disabilities Adult Habilitation
Day Facility under the Tennessee Department of Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities (DIDD). Next, we challenged ourselves to target prospective students through a Fall Festival. Sarah Bradley
did a tremendous job planning and organizing. Success came in the form of touring ten prospective students! Next, five new students joined us this year (Caleb G., Eric P., Jessica S., Terry D. and Rachael K.). Each
new personality strengthens our student body.
Fourth, Trousdale School was annexed into the City of Cleveland. As we plan for residential and
developing the property, the services and infrastructure will be valuable. Fifth, the school hosted
another fabulous art show with 75 participating artists from 14 different schools and organizations
across East Tennessee and North Georgia. Additionally, we welcomed over 200 people through
our doors to see the show over the course of the week! Next, following many months of brainstorming with parents, students, staff and the Board of Directors, we completed our strategic plan
for the next five years. The deliverable is a massive document which covers NCASES reaccreditation, licensure
renewal, a residential program and more! Next, our musical, Summer Nights, taught the community the abilities of
our students are continually growing. Finally, what began as a simple idea, morphed into an amazing crosscurricular event dubbed “Medieval Times.” As if the summer couldn’t end any better, it wouldn’t be complete
without the highly creative, quirky and awesomeness of the Medieval Faire.
John Dewey once stated, “We don’t learn by doing, we learn by reflecting on
what we've done.” Where else can you find such synergy? All of these
accomplishments are in addition to our mission of teaching independence. Not one staff member complains, and they stop their day job to jumpin to do what is needed. As we embark on the huge endeavor of residential,
I am more confident than ever our team can make the impossible –
possible. Here’s to 2018 and the many opportunities it will bring!
~Mr. Allen

In math class this coming month, our students will be finishing their math
assessment so that we can update their ILPs with present levels of
performance. I am so excited to see how much growth the students have
made this semester! I am so proud of how hard each student works on their
assessments!
My cupcake elective has been so much fun, and I am happy that it continues
until Christmas break. So far, the students have learned to put together a
frosting bag and pipe frosting onto their cupcakes! In December, we will be
learning how to make flowers, leaves, and other fun designs using the frosting tips. Students have enjoyed learning
these techniques and have especially enjoyed eating the cupcakes!
~Mrs. Cassie

A Note From the Staff
It has been such a joy to work in our fully-stocked kitchen, especially during the increased holiday activities! We are so grateful
for your generous gifts of kitchen supplies—they have been absolutely fantastic to have and staff and students alike have all
enjoyed using them! Thank you, Trousdale School families!

We finished up our Bocce tournament last month and celebrated with our new champions, Susan and Brady! They
were undefeated throughout the entire season! Congratulations, also, to our second place team, Graham and
Caleb!
This month, we have been working on a special choreographed dance that Trousdale School students will be performing at Jeanette and George’s wedding! This dance is going to be so much fun and will be such a fun surprise
for all their guests! I am so proud at the fantastic attitudes everyone is having when we practice this dance! We’re
so excited to able to celebrate with Jeanette in this way!
How fun was the UTC game Saturday?! We had a blast eating delicious food, cheering on the Mocs, and visiting
with friends! Thank you to all the Best Buddies and parents that volunteered to bring desserts, sides, and drinks!
And thanks to Mr. Allen for cooking the hot dogs!
I hope you all have a fantastic December! Remember during all of your holiday festivities to keep drinking water—
and don’t forget to stretch!

Save the Dates!

January 26—Basketball
Tournament
February 23—2018
Winter Olympics

This month, students will be busy crafting their Christmas gifts for their coworkers and employers! This past month, we worked on Assembly and Outdoor Maintenance.
Brady - Brady has been working at Bayer for a wonderful ten months! He’s doing a great job
building boxes!
Joseph - Continues to excel at his job at the YMCA! Joseph cleans exercise
equipment between the classes the gym offers—and enjoys the chance to drink
coffee while he’s there!
Eric - Congratulations to Eric for his new job at Trousdale School! Eric works
twice a week cleaning the fitness room and keeping our facilities looking great!
Great job, Eric!

Congratulations to Michael, Sarah, Rosemary, and Lucy Bradley!
They welcomed baby Walter to the world in November! We can’t
wait to meet him and are so happy for this incredible family!
Welcome, Walter! ~Trousdale School Staff and Students

It’s December already! We have had a blast this month in Community Volunteering class! We’ve
made adorable Thanksgiving treats for our friends at Health Services, performed karaoke for the
residents at Morningside Assisted Living Home, and raked leaves for our
own Ms. Alice! Our students have such kind hearts for serving others, and I
love to watch them in action!
In chapel this month, we have continued our study on the fruits of the spirit,
discussing the traits of a heart fully rooted in Christ. My favorite moment of
the month was in the week we studied kindness, where the students stood in
a circle and spoke kind, encouraging words to each of their friends. They see
such beautiful things in each other—it was truly touching!
And now, a personal note: I’m exceptionally excited for this month, because it’s my wedding
month! I’m so excited to get married, and I’m thrilled to be able to share this big life event with
my Trousdale School students! While not every student is able to attend the wedding, everyone
has been part of the festivities in one way or another—encouraging me, planning with me, taking part in bridal showers and parties, and learning the special dance for the reception! I can’t
express how sweet it is to be able to have my Trousdale School friends take part in our special
day. Parents, thank you so very much for helping make it possible!! I wish I could invite every
single parent and family member—you are all so special to me, and I cherish being part of the
Trousdale School Family! I look forward to signing the next newsletter as “Mrs. Jeanette!”
Happy December!
~Ms. Jeanette

Alice Rogers
Allen Clark
Anna Munford
Bryn Cole
Cassie Jones
Charles Queener
Jeanette Hopkins
Jim Whetmore
Leah Wilson
Marilyn Sherlin
Martin Cox
Sarah Bradley
Shannon Clark
Stephanie Royer

Teacher and Driver (PT)
Administrative Director
Administrative Coordinator
Intern (PT)
Teacher
Driver
Specialized Instructor
Job Coach and Campus Services
Teacher and Vocational Coordinator
Nurse and Performing Arts Coordinator (PT)
Job Coach and Driver
Specialized Instructor (maternity leave)
Executive Director
Lead Teacher

Our Vision:
Learning for Life
Our Mission:
Trousdale School serves high functioning adults
with intellectual disabilities by providing academics,
life skills, and occupational development for the purpose
of learning independence.

Tom Johnson
Christin Rose

Judy Johnson
David Johnson

·December 8—Snow Ball

Trousdale School admits students to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities
generally accorded or made available to students at the school. It does not discriminate
on the basis of race, gender, religion, national origin, age, genetic information and
veteran status in administration of its educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship programs, athletic, and other school-administered programs.

·December 16-January 4—Christmas Break

·January 5—students return

