January 2018
Dear Families, Students, and Friends,
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The Jeanette Gazette
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Wii Games
iTunes cards
Staples cards

Thank you for helping
us with this list! You
are amazing!

Thank you for supporting Trousdale School through another exciting year; we
look forward to our continued partnership into 2018! Our staff is fortunate to
work with a superb group of students, and we have great plans in store for the
coming year!
I have had great feedback from the participating families in our last Parent
Meeting regarding “Accessing Disability Benefits.” Our next segment in this
conversation will be held on Monday, January 29th. Please mark your calendars
for this enlightening educational event.
Each student received a calendar as a part of our Christmas. Please take a few
minutes to flip through the dates for the coming year. We know not everyone
can make everything, but we hope giving you dates for the year is helpful! Make
note of the musical dates – August 3rd-4th this year; heavy rehearsals will be the
last two weeks in July where we need as many students as possible!
Trousdale School is a member of NAPSEC, the National Association of Private
Special Education Centers. We are accredited through NCASES, the National
Commission for the Accreditation of Special Education Services, which is a subset of NAPSEC. Our own Allen Clark has been elected to join the NAPSEC
Board of Directors in January! This is the organization with whom Allen spoke
as a part of the panel in Washington, DC, in June, 2017.
Please see the note in Stephanie’s article about the Holiday Review on January
5th! We look forward to welcoming everyone back to school for the new year!
Shannon Clark, CPA
Executive Director
423) 364-4237 (cell)

Save the Date!
January 5—students return
January 15—school closed
January 24—UTC basketball game
January 26—Basketball Tournament
February 23—2018 Winter Olympics

Happy New Year!
Thank you to everyone who has helped make this holiday season with Trousdale
School so very special! Thank you to the volunteers who have spent hours baking
cookies, wrapping gifts, and helping us prepare for our Christmas season! Operation
Christmas Cheer 2017 has been a huge success! Thanks to the generosity of our students, their families, and our staff, we were able to sponsor holiday parties for the special education classes at Signal Mountain Middle/High School and Central High
School! We also had the pleasure of delivering cookies and spreading Christmas Cheer
to twenty-four individuals and organizations that have supported our school in various
ways during the past year. What a
joy it is to see our students so
excited to give back to others!
There are few changes to the Spring
2018 schedule, but we are excited to
share that you will see Mrs. Marilyn
adding another day in on Wednesdays as we begin preparations for the
Summer 2018 musical! Also, due to changes in the work schedule, Mr.
Jim will be leading a new class on Wednesday mornings! Student favorites such as drama, volunteering in the community, life skills, and chapel
are still in those morning slots, and Mrs. Cassie will continue with our
Prehistoric Times class on Friday mornings! We will start January with a
fresh set of electives, which the students can sign up for when they return to school on January 5th.
I hope that everyone has the most wonderful time during the holidays with
their family and friends. We look forward to hearing all about everyone’s adventures when the students return in January! We will start off the year on
January 5th with our Holiday Review; we will spend the afternoon sharing
our favorite parts of our break with all of the students and staff! It is always
fun to hear the stories and see the pictures—and many students even bring in
one or two special items they received during Christmas!
Looking forward to another year with this amazing group of men and women!
~Ms. Stephanie

I hope that everyone has a wonderful Christmas break! Students, it’s time to get some well-deserved rest so you’ll be ready to
get back on the wagon after break. This semester in math class, we will begin with role-playing in our grocery store and with
our cash register. Students will be brushing up on their money skills and will be learning how to write a check when paying at
a register. I will also introduce how to record deposits and spending in a check register as well as balancing a checkbook.
This semester, we will continue to work on time skills and calculating elapsed time. Of course, we’ll also find a way to incorporate cooking into a few lessons during the spring semester!
As for my elective in January, I will be bringing back my science lab
class. Students have the opportunity to learn a bit about chemistry and
have fun doing it! If you have any ideas of some safe, science experiments, I would love to hear them!
~Mrs. Cassie

This month, we will continue our basketball unit. As part of our continued partnership, Lee University will host us on
January 16th to have a basketball clinic with the men and women’s basketball team! We practiced with them last year, and it
was so much fun! Our in-house basketball tournament will take place on Friday, January 26th at 1:30! Families and friends
are welcome—our students always love playing for a full house!
Please mark your calendars for the UTC basketball game on January 24th! More information will be sent home at the beginning of January. We are counting down to the 2018 Trousdale School Winter Olympics! Please mark your calendars for
February 23rd—you won’t want to miss it! This event is open to all friends and family!
Congratulations to Chris W. and Leslie for winning the 1st place male and female medals for the highest bowling scores of
2017! Congratulations to Anthony and Amanda for coming in 2nd place! Great job, everyone! I’m looking forward to watching the competition heat up in 2018!
~Mrs. Leah

Happy New Year! We had a fantastic response to all of the employer gifts that
students passed out for Christmas gifts! Workers paid for and assembled the
gifts themselves, and their employers were thrilled! Thanks for thinking of others, Trousdale School students! I hear so often from coworkers and supervisors that our students are a joy to work with! Of course, we already knew that.
Next month, the students employed at Bayer will transition a bit; workers will
build boxes for Afrin instead of Miralax, and the workdays will change. We’re so proud of our amazing students and the great work they do each day!
In December, Anthony and Susan participated in a fun Christmas Potluck lunch with their fellow coworkers at Food City!
Adam also celebrated with his Lee University coworkers at a Christmas Lunch! Chris W. celebrated with his coworkers over
fried chicken at KFC!
Congratulations to Eric P. for his new jobs at Trousdale School and Bayer! Eric is working on
building his resume— he is employed to clean the kitchen at school as well as joining the Bayer
team! He is thorough and determined to do well. Way to go, Eric!
It’s that time again where we need to let our employers know about our winter time-off requests. I
will send home a form that you can fill out and return to Trousdale School by January 12th.
This will include any vacations or appointments from January through May. If you are unsure
about an appointment or vacation, please let me know as soon as you finalize your plans so that I
can notify student workplaces!
~Mrs. Leah

Operation Christmas Cheer!

Snow Ball 2017

I’m so excited to be starting a new year at Trousdale School! In December, we had a blast serving the community by ringing
bells for the Salvation Army! Our students were such amazing ambassadors for our school as they danced, sang, and wished
people Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays! We made plenty of new friends, too— as we do everywhere we go with this
lively crew!
Students also brought Christmas cheer to the community by caroling at Morningside Assisted Living. As we continue nurturing
our friendship with Morningside, we are enjoying getting to know
some of the residents and staff, and we look forward to continuing that partnership into the new year!
On a personal note, I would like to thank my Trousdale Family
from the bottom of my heart—the bridal shower you threw for
me was so special and my fiancé and I are absolutely overwhelmed by the outpouring of love, support, and generosity you
showed us that day and throughout this season. Thank you so
much for being part of our lives and showing us again and again
what an incredible family we have within this special community.
We are so very grateful.
~Miss (Almost MRS!) Jeanette
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Our Vision:
Learning for Life
Our Mission:
Trousdale School serves high functioning adults
with intellectual disabilities by providing academics,
life skills, and occupational development for the purpose
of learning independence.
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·January 5—students return

Trousdale School admits students to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities
generally accorded or made available to students at the school. It does not discriminate
on the basis of race, gender, religion, national origin, age, genetic information and
veteran status in administration of its educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship programs, athletic, and other school-administered programs.

·January 26—Basketball Tournament

The Trousdale School Handbell Choir performed at Snow Ball!

·February 23—Trousdale School Olympics

