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Thank you for helping
us with this list! You
are amazing!

What a musical! Thank you for your support and encouragement through this event! Our
students had loads of excitement, a few nerves, and tons of growth this year; our staff did
an excellent job of showcasing our talents! Thank you for your presence, financial contributions, and enthusiasm – it was a blast!
I am excited to announce some changes in staffing over the summer! Mrs. Kerri (Shrestha)
jumped in last winter as a temporary employee to help us through some staffing challenges,
and she has agreed to stay in a part time role! Ms. Kate has been driving for us during the
school year, and she is taking on more hours to teach this summer’s camps before she returns to her elementary classroom in August. Mr. Jacob (Jarvis) will join us toward the end
of our summer camps as a new full time teacher, and he comes to us from Ivy Academy in
Chattanooga; some of you may have met Mr. Jacob through Chattanooga Down Syndrome
Society, Chattanooga Therapeutic Recreation, or Special Olympics. Mrs. Leah returns to us
in August – we are thrilled to have her back in the classroom and gym! With these changes
we are excited to have four classroom rotations for our academic hour in addition to the
special interest classes and electives!
I find it refreshing to have our routine again. I LOVE watching our students perform – it
truly is a highlight of the year – but my analytical mind loves to see the cogs turning with
students in and out of classes, teachers discussing lesson plans, and vans pulling in and out
with our student workers. The current debates around school are centered on outward
expansion, the completion of the transcontinental railroad, President Lincoln’s “Gettysburg
Address,” and the Emancipation Proclamation. Many of our students have expressed frustration that they have never been taught these history lessons, but we celebrate the opportunity to do so now. It is an honor to be a part of this process.

Shannon Clark, CPA
Executive Director
423) 364-4237 (cell)

Summer Break is here! I hope you all enjoy your summer breaks and find much adventure, joy, time for fellowship, and
some time for rest.
It is hard to believe that this year’s show has come to an end! We had a wonderful time creating all of the videos and live
numbers and were so excited to share “Trousdale On Demand” with you! Thank you to our families, friends, and community members for your outpouring of support! Thank you for your laughter and excitement that made our shows electric!
Congratulations to our students and staff on a fabulous job!
We are slowly recovering from being in Theater Camp mode and moving into our summer schedule! The last part of June is
being spent continuing our unit on American History! We’ll be studying how America was growing after the American Revolution, finishing with the build up to the Civil War and its famous battles. We will end this unit with a visit to the Chickamauga Battlefield for a Civil War Experience class with the local park rangers! (Pictures to come next month!)
This summer during our Reading Club time, we will be focusing on articles from current events. Did you know that you can
now add the International Space Station as a bucket list vacation spot?! Here are a few details you’ll need to know first:





Only two people can go as vacationers a year, so it isn’t an ideal family vacation. Perhaps more of an anniversary trip?
Anyone who goes will need to participate fully in training to become an astronaut.
The cost for the trip will be a mere $58,000,000 per person, so time to start those budgets!
If anyone saving for this “vacation of a lifetime” is seeking additional life-changing opportunities, we will
soon be starting a residential program that is sure to be “out of this world!”

It’s Individualized Life Plan (ILP) time at Trousdale School again! At the beginning of August, we will be sending home a
rough draft of your student’s ILP. We ask that your family read through and review it. Please correct phone numbers and
contact information, look through the goals and objectives, and write down any questions, ideas, or suggestions you might
have.
Pictured is the meeting
availability for this year.
Signing up for times will be
first come, first served.
Please contact Mrs. Megan
to schedule your meeting.
We plan on these meetings
lasting only about thirty
minutes. We do understand
that these times/dates may
not fit into your family’s
schedule; if not, please let us
know so that we can schedule another meeting option or a phone conference. While we are encouraging families to come in for meetings this year to
meet our new staff members, we also understand that some may prefer to hold their meetings via phone conference or written correspondence. Feel free to call me (Ms. Stephanie) with any questions.
~Ms. Stephanie

Congratulations on a fantastic summer performance! I have spoken to several employers who came to see the show; they
LOVED it and were so impressed with our talented students and staff! Thank you to all the employers for your support of
our performance, purchasing ads in our program, and allowing students to have the opportunity for more practice time!
Summertime is in full swing! We realize that many of you have upcoming vacations planned. Please look at your calendars
through August and let us know if you need to request time off for vacation. I had the opportunity to communicate with almost every family at the beginning of the summer regarding vacation, but please let us know if your summer plans have
changed so that we can communicate that to the employers. You are welcome to contact me directly, communicate this information to drivers at morning/afternoon drop-offs, or call the school and speak with Mrs. Megan. Thank you so much! As
always, you do a fantastic job working in the community representing Trousdale School. Keep up the good work everyone!
~Mrs. Anna

Recently in Art Class we have focused on improving our
drawing skills. Would you believe that most people create
better drawings when they look at a picture upside-down? It’s
true! This surprising fact is due to the left-right brain division. The left brain is analytical. The right brain is creative.
When a person draws something recognizable (like an eye),
the left brain tries to take over and defaults to memorized
symbols instead of the lines and shapes actually on the paper.
This is how we drew as children—we memorized what an
eye was “supposed to look like” and drew that symbol every
time. To create a realistic drawing, you have to trick the left
brain into staying quiet! Turning the picture upside down
Caleb copying a sketch by Henri Matisse,
helps do this. If the picture no longer looks recognizable, the
upside-down
left brain stops insisting what it is “supposed to look like,”
and the right brain can pay closer attention the lines and shapes that are actually there.
See for yourself!

Caleb’s drawings (original—right)

We are continuing to harvest delicious vegetables from the
garden. This month, we prepared squash casserole, chocolate zucchini bread, Southern green beans, basil pesto, and
LOTS of salad. A family of bunnies has eaten most of our
strawberries this season, but most everything else has produced a bumper crop! The students have really enjoyed
tasting the fruits of their labor! —Mrs. Sarah

Joseph copying a drawing by Picasso upside-down

Joseph’s drawings (original—right)

Eric, Sarah J, Leslie, Cayla, and Shahmir with the
purple beans

Brady with the first (of many) basil
harvests
Hannah harvesting beets
Cameron with the lone strawberry we
rescued from the bunnies
Amanda & Kaitlynn enjoying the salad they
prepared

S u m m e r S t a f f S p o t li gh t : K e r ri S h r e s t h a
College: Lee University Major: B.S. Teaching - Biology
Graduate School: Olivet Nazarene
Major: Curriculum & Development
Hometown: Cleveland, TN
Hobbies: mountain biking, climbing, hiking, outside!
Countries Lived in: Nepal, Indonesia
Countries Visited: Peru, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Singapore, Malaysia,
Thailand, Myanmar, Qatar, Tibet, Canada, India, Honduras, Dominican Republic, Mexico

What an exciting season we’ve just wrapped up!! Wow, we have
had the best time as a staff directorial team, collaborating to create this year’s production. Each year, we all work closely together in order to produce a quality show, but this year, we took it a
step further! Instead of one director, we had FIVE! Beyond directing, every detail was well thought out— the props, costumes,
student transportation, student worker schedules, lights and
technical pieces, selling tickets— the entire staff worked as a
unit, and I’m so proud to be part of this amazing team! Most of
all, we are so proud of our awesome students who got behind
this year’s ideas and ran with them! We love watching our
friends come to life on the stage, but this year’s addition of video was a whole new component and a brand new way to
experience our student’s seemingly endless capabilities!
I had an absolute blast learning the filming, editing, and
production process of videography this year. I was so
excited to be able to focus on making these videos during theater camps! Thanks to Mr. Allen, who helped
with filming, and to each of the staff who directed different videos, we made some truly exciting and memorable pieces for this show! From scouting out locations
for The Addams Family with Ms. Stephanie, to seeing the
blue flashing lights of Bradley County Sherriff’s Office
zipping up our driveway for Mr. Martin’s Cops, to Mrs.
Anna’s exciting Survivor challenge at Harrison Bay, we
were truly a cohesive team and enjoyed showcasing the
students in this way! We learned together during this
season about green screen technology, video lighting,
and storyboarding; the students really got into the process, as well!
Moving forward, I will be continuing using our new skills in our Trousdale Media Team
class, where we will study journalism and make videos as a student team. Stay tuned for some of our upcoming projects!
~Mrs. Jeanette

As you may know, my two favorite tasks at Trousdale School are analyzing assessment data and building props for the musical. I was professionally trained in project management and learned the power of collecting and analyzing data. I love being
able to objectively see the growth of our students and pinpoint challenge areas. Furthermore, it helps us chart the direction
of the student body and plan for growth. As for building props, I thoroughly enjoy working with wood. I suppose it is a trait
passed down from my grandfather while building barns and fences. While data satisfies the left side of my brain, building
props satisfies the right. The process ALWAYS starts with a picture. My grandfather used to tell me, “if you can draw it,
you can build it.” The next steps are determining what can I recycle from earlier years, manage costs, how it will move on
stage and the WOW factor.
Top four props of 2019: Results based on informal survey of staff, students, and audience members:
4. “Family Feud” buzzer table – “Family Feud” was my number to lead. We thought
it would be a fun live number to mix in a game show and great for audience participation. The buzzer table began its life as a chimney in the “Step In Time” number from
“Born To Be On Broadway” (2014). The next year, it was reincarnated as a ticket booth
in “Come Fly With Me” (2015). Following several years backpacking across Europe, it
decided to come back home to be a buzzer table. It needed paint and new trim. But
how do we make it functional? A couple of switches and creative wiring made it ready
for the stage.
3. “Cheers” bar – The inspiration for the “Cheers” bar
was... the “Cheers” bar. I looked high and low trying to find
something in lieu of creating it. We were a couple of weeks
out and still no bar. So, back to my garage to build a bar.
Since we used rear projection to show the videos onstage,
moving and storing props was a challenge. Thus, I built the
bar in two sections which magically came together on the
stage.
2. “I Love Lucy” conveyor – Stephanie said, “I need a moving conveyor.” Things that
make you go “hmm!” My first thought was an old pizza oven, but I couldn’t find one.
Next, I thought about roller conveyors, but didn’t want to use hand power to operate. I
was in our barn and saw two of our old treadmills, which did not meet our specific needs
in the Fitness Room and were exiled to storage. The safety key was nowhere to be found,
so I took apart the control panel to determine if I could rewire and bypass it. Success!
Next it was on to Chip Gaines’ (Fixer Upper) favorite day – demo day! I cut off the
frame, wheels, stabilizer bars, and other “non-essentials.” I customized the table height
and voila, it’s done! Folks who knew it was a treadmill said it was genius. Others had no
idea how we made a moving conveyor. If we did a benefit-cost ratio on this prop, it would be through the roof!
And the number one build for 2019 – The “Survivor” Monster! Mrs. Anna led this
number. She requested balance beams, tubs, and a table for the challenge, which we repurposed for Tribal Council. I felt we still needed something for the WOW factor! If we
made this a big set, we could set up during intermission and use the stage curtain to enhance the presentation. Not being one who watches “Survivor,” I had to do some research. Once I found the picture of the monster, I knew it had to happen! I repurposed one of the single-sided flats (the panels which hold theater backdrops)
that I built for “A Night of 28 Stars” (2011). The monster was built laying flat in
my garage. I used one-inch foam board insulation to give dimension, as it would
weigh less than a bunch of scrap wood pieces. Here I learned regular spray paint
will melt foam board (who knew?). After seeking wise counsel, I can share that it takes a particular
brand of spray paint to adhere to foam board. The whole time I had been building, I had never seen
it standing. One nice day, I asked Shannon, Maeve, and Spencer to help me stand the monster to see
it in its glory. I made a few tweaks, adhered the eyes, and it was done. I received so much feedback
on the monster! There were audible gasps from the audience. Kids wanted to come backstage and
see it. It was a really fun build.
I hope you enjoyed insight into the evolution of props. Looking forward to the next show! ~Mr. Allen
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Administrative Director
Vocational Coordinator
Driver (PT)
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Our Vision:
Learning for Life
Our Mission:
Trousdale School serves high functioning adults
with intellectual disabilities by providing academics,
life skills, and occupational development for the purpose
of learning independence.

Tom Johnson
Christin Rose

Judy Johnson
David Johnson

Trousdale School admits students to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities
generally accorded or made available to students at the school. It does not discriminate
on the basis of race, gender, religion, national origin, age, genetic information and
veteran status in administration of its educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship programs, athletic, and other school-administered programs.

~July 1-5 Summer Break ~July 29 Putt-Putt Tournament ~August 6,12-15 ILP Meetings
~August 7-8 Camp Cherokee

S u m m e r S t a f f S p o t li gh t

Kate Bosch
College: Lee University (Graduated 12.2016)

Ben Bender

Major: Special Education (K-12)

College: Lee University
(2017-Present)

Minors: Theater & Religion

Major: Pastoral Ministries
Dream Job: Street Outreach Ministry

Full Time Job: Special Education Teacher at Michigan
Avenue Elementary School
Hobbies: Theatre (acting, singing, directing, stage managing), dance (tap,
lyrical), writing, watching movies, hanging out with friends, crafts, going to live shows (theater or music)

Hometown: Springboro, Ohio

Hometown: Military kid (born in California)

Hobbies: Coffee addict, hiking and backpacking, music

Countries Lived In: Japan & Guam (U.S. Territory)

Countries Visited: Cuba, Jamaica, Canada

Countries Visited: Italy, France, England, South Africa, Canada, Austria,
Hungary, Czech Republic

