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Wii Games
iTunes cards
Staples cards
School supplies

Thank you for helping
us with this list! You
are amazing!

Summer! The local schools are letting out, and it is time for our annual summer
production! Trousdale On Demand will be at Dixon Center on Lee University’s
campus again this year, and the dates are June 7-8, 2019. We have two types of
tickets: $15 general admission (door entry at 6:40pm) and $30 priority admission
(door entrance at 6:20pm). The show begins at 7:00pm. There will NOT be a reserved section of tickets since this theater’s seating is stadium seating, so please
come early to assess your best view! Thank you for helping us sell tickets – if you
need a stack of tickets for your community meetings, religious gatherings, or family
get togethers, please let me know so I may send tickets your way; you can send me
the money after the fact.
Please know that Lee University will be in summer session, so allow additional time
for parking on campus. I will sending a map with the weekly reminder where “X”
marks the theater, and checks mark parking lots; hopefully this will help you quickly
find places to park. We will also post that on Facebook as the date nears. Remember to allow additional time for traffic and parking!
Thank you for volunteering for the musical! We appreciate the snacks and supplies
that have come in—we still have some spots open for roles the nights of the shows.
If you are available, please let us know so we can mark you down (ticket sales, door
greeter, lobby hospitality, etc.) We also appreciate the time and consideration this
production assumes from your families. We have had some extra rehearsals, and
we appreciate all the families put in to support this production. You won’t be disappointed!
After we take some down time after the show, we will begin summer camps. We
will complete our history unit on the Outward Expansion and Civil War in June,
then we will transition to Culture Camps in July. Never fear, there are several water
activities scheduled throughout the summer, too! Thanks for all you do!

Congratulations to our Bocce
Tournament winner, Eric P.!

Shannon Clark, CPA
Executive Director
423) 364-4237 (cell)

Families,
Thank you to everyone who has provided support during our preparations for the show! Thank you for switching
schedules around and adding extra days, for sending in costume pieces and snacks, and for all of the encouragement! Thank you to the students who have worked so hard and to our staff for the extra hours of planning, creating, editing, writing, designing, and building! We have had a blast creating this show, have explored new types of
media and methods to display the gifts and talents of our students, and are so excited to share it with you all!
During May, we had a visit from Morgan Royer Young (my niece) and her therapy dog,
Reece! They visited one morning during audio book club so the students had the chance to
listen to their audio books while cuddling with Reece! What a happy way to start the day! In
audio book club, the ladies just finished Nancy Drew and The Secret of the Old Clock while the
men are adventuring through a Hardy Boys mystery!
It has been a blast having Mrs. Kerri with us the
past few months; she has added so much excitement to our science and
health curriculum already— and we can’t wait to see what is coming
next! This past month, the students have been learning about various
organs in the body, have gone on hikes studying plant life while collecting samples to do leaf rubbings and measurements, and all sorts of cool
experiments including making ice cream! Thanks to Mrs. Linda Dyszkiewicz and the chemistry club from Walker Valley High School for coming out and leading an afternoon of demonstrations and hands-on science activities! Our students enjoyed every
messy, colorful, and mesmerizing activity! Check out some photos on the next page!
We will be busy, busy, busy during the first week of June with all things theatre focused, but after that, we will
head into a slightly different summer schedule! Our mornings will continue to be filled with art, life skills, and
working in the community, but we will also incorporate gardening, drama games, and math lab. Students will also
begin writing and preparing to publish the yearly edition of the student newspaper, The Trousdale Gazette.
During our afternoon mini camps in July, we will resume our study of the Civil War. We will research why the
North and the South separated and fought, delve deeper into the history of slavery and those who worked so diligently to free them through avenues such as the Underground Railroad, and explore what the day in the life of a
soldier might have looked like and what challenges they faced. To cap it off, we will take a take a trip to the
Chickamauga Battlefield.
This summer, we will be busily preparing rough drafts of your student’s Individualized Life
Plan. When completed, look for them mid-July; we will send these out to you so your family can take time to review the document, write questions, ideas, and concerns on it! Annual ILP meetings will be held during the middle of August. I will send home a letter with
information regarding how to sign up closer to that time. We look forward to meeting with
all of you!
In this edition of the newsletter, you will find an abbreviated schedule of all of the specialized mini camps and outings taking place this summer! We are so lucky to live in a place
with so many beautiful places to explore and enjoy during this season!
~Ms. Stephanie

Rachael K., Kaitlynn F., Torrie S.,
and Jessica S. harvesting lettuce

Flowers in the Field by Sarah J.

Now that the weather has warmed up, students have been
working hard in the garden! We have planted strawberries,
several varieties of greens, squash and zucchini, tomatoes,
beets, carrots, beans, peppers, and several herbs. Last week
we harvested some lettuce for a delicious salad and cooked
a big pot of collard greens! We are looking forward to enjoying more produce from the garden as the summer progresses.
Jess M. with the collard
Just in time for spring, students recently completed their
green harvest
“flowers in the field” landscape drawing. They have been
working hard on this drawing for many weeks. Students began by doing studies of
flowers. A study is a sketch done to practice for a larger artwork. It is done from
life, usually observing the object from several different angles to best understand
its shape. Students took these studies and created a field full of flowers. The created the illusion of perspective by making the flowers in the foreground large and
the flowers in the distance small. They used blending skills to make their flowers
look more realistic. We are all very pleased with the results, and you can see their
creativity on display in the Trousdale School lobby!

Also on display in the lobby right now are some drawings and paintings
inspired by the abstract artist Wassily Kandinsky. Students have been learning about how Kandinsky sought to express emotion through color and
shape. He believed that color and music were connected, and he wanted
his artworks to be a “symphony for the eyes.” Students used color and
shape to convey feelings in their own artworks. What do you feel when you
view these pieces?
~Mrs. Sarah

Kandinksy-inspired watercolor by Jess M.

Shahmir, Eric, & Torrie cooking collard greens
Hannah E. chopping greens

Chris S. and Eric P. working on their flower
landscapes

Congratulations to Anthony C., who appeared with his Lee Buddy
(and part-time Trousdale Staff member) Ben Bender in the Lee University Vindagua! Below is the interview that was published, detailing
Ben’s experience as the president of Best Buddies and the value of
his friendship with Anthony and other Trousdale School students!

Ben Bender: The Impact of Friendship
Most students would agree that getting up in time for class is already a struggle. But for sophomore Ben Bender, getting up at
6 a.m. every morning to drive his friends to school is “the best way to start the morning”
Bender is a pastoral ministry major with a minor in special education. He also serves as the president of Best Buddies, a club
that partners with local schools to serve adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities by engaging in one on one relationships with the students.
“My Nana, who is blind, has spent the past 50 years advocating for the special needs community,” Bender shares. “She has
been my biggest supporter and has always encouraged me to lean further into the hearts and lives of the oppressed.”
Bender first heard about Best Buddies while he was in high school and wanted to get involved. He was immediately attracted
to the club’s mission, so within two weeks of stepping onto Lee’s campus, he was already getting involved.
Bender continually refers to the people he serves as his best friends, sharing how he gets calls and texts from his friends
throughout the day. They ask about what he had for dinner, chat about any plans for the weekend, and update him on whatever is new in their lives.
“I enjoy getting to celebrate life with them on and off campus. My buddy from last year is now my best friend, and he’s 33.
He’s gone on vacation with my family and will probably be my best man someday,” he says. “These men and women are not
just in one section of my life. They intercede into everything I am involved in, and they give to me in more ways that I could
ever give back to them.”
While working toward his degree, Bender foresees that his calling in ministry and his passion for this community will intersect after college. “I want to include this community—whether that’s in a traditional church setting, a ministry for those with
disabilities, or an 8-4 school setting.” He continues, “this is an area that is often overlooked, and I don’t want to leave anyone
behind. No matter what my major is, this will forever be a part of who I am.”
Words by Regan Millholland
Photography by James Cocks

Last month we worked on vocational ILP goals and wrapped up Vocational Lab for summer. We are taking the
spring off from Vocational Lab to have more practice time for our show in June! (Don’t forget to buy your tickets!)
Even though we are taking a break, the Vocational Team will still be visiting job sites and
pulling out students for some one-on-one vocational training. We are also working on
setting new job tasks and Vocational Lab tasks for the upcoming year!
Huge congratulations to Shahmir S. for his new job at
Trousdale School! Shahmir will be part of the facilities
team, working on keeping our school in squeaky-clean, tiptop shape! He is highly motivated and a hard worker. We
are all so proud of you Shahmir—keep up the great work!
~Mrs. Anna

Our 13th annual Golf Tournament
was held at the Cleveland Country Club on April 15, 2019. One of
the games on the course is a chance to win a custom set of corn
hole boards. Golfers throw corn hole bags and receive a ticket for
each one made. At the end of the tournament, one ticket is
drawn. This year’s winner was Andy Jacobs, who played on Don
Burke’s team. He wanted a Nashville Predators theme. Bill
McCord (Trousdale School parent) typically constructs and donates
this prize. I had to pinch-hit this year but will gladly give back to
him next year (HA!).
Thanks to all those who played to support Trousdale School.
~Mr. Allen
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Specialized Instructor
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Teacher (maternity leave)
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Our Vision:
Learning for Life
Our Mission:
Trousdale School serves high functioning adults
with intellectual disabilities by providing academics,
life skills, and occupational development for the purpose
of learning independence.

Tom Johnson
Christin Rose

Judy Johnson
David Johnson

Trousdale School admits students to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities
generally accorded or made available to students at the school. It does not discriminate
on the basis of race, gender, religion, national origin, age, genetic information and
veteran status in administration of its educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship programs, athletic, and other school-administered programs.

~June 3-6 Rehearsals at LeeU
~June 7-8 Trousdale School Show at LeeU ~June 10-11 School Closed
~June 27-28 Staff Development
~July 1-5 Summer Break

~Update from Mrs. Leah, who is away on maternity leave,
and her husband, Tim! ~
Baby Emery is doing
so well! Big sister,
Averie, is adjusting
well, and everyone is
loving life with a new
addition to the family!

